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Abstract:

This study examines Saudi-Yemeni relations between 1990 and 2015¢focusing on the
evolution of Saudi influence from indirect forms of hegemony to direct intervention. It adopts
a historical approach within a theoretical framework combining Robert W. Cox’s Gramscian
theory of hegemony with political clientelism« in order to examine how material structures,
institutions,and networks of loyalty reproduced relations of dependency between the two
states. The study argues that Saudi influence relied not only on coercion and military power,
but also on economic resources¢ financial assistance, employment opportunities¢ political
support¢ security cooperation< and patronage networks. The study concludes that these
mechanisms enabled Saudi Arabia to reproduce its influence within Yemen, while growing
internal and security transformations gradually weakened the effectiveness of indirect forms
of influence, ultimately contributing to the transition toward direct military intervention
through Operation “Decisive Storm” in 2015.
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